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News @ the Berg

Above Left: John and Pat Adams (on left) 
listen to the opening speech at the Adams 
Hall Dedication.

Above: Marian Bevington spikes the ball 
during the NCAA Division III Championship  
Great Lakes Regional in Springfield, Ohio. 

Left: WHEI students prepare for a 
live newscast in the new Media 
Communication Center.

Below: ’Berg community outlines the new 
residence hall and Univ0ersity Commons 
during the ground-breaking ceremony.
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Above: Local veterans conduct a 21-gun salute 
during the university’s annual Veterans Day 
ceremony, sponsored by Student Senate.

Right: Student Senate president Deven Siesel, ‘11, 
helps get students fired up for the Homecoming 
football game.

Below: Enron whistleblower Sherron Watkins 
revealed details of the scandal as the inaugral 
speaker of the Patricia Adams Lecture Series in 
September.

Above: Senior honors students Seth Robertson 
(far left) and Greg Doyle (far right) gave a tour 
of the Spiva Manley home in Tiffin as part of the 
university’s MLK Day celebration in January.

Left: President Huntington presents the Young 
Alumni Achievement Award to TV anchor Todd 
Faulkner, ‘03, in October.

Below: Jordanian Senator Akel Biltaji visited 
campus in the fall to discuss cultural and religious 
differences between the U.S. and his homeland.

Bottom Left: Senior biology major Willie Brechun helps 
a Tiffin middle school student as Heidelberg hosted a 
day of science enrichment activities in January.
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If Barbara Walters ever posed the question, “If you were a tree, 
  what kind of tree would you be?” to retired Heidelberg biology 

professor Dr. Percy Lilly, chances are, she’d be in for a lengthy 
discussion.

For more than a decade, Dr. Lilly, who’s doctorate is in botany, 
has been known as Heidelberg’s keeper of the trees. Back in 1997, 
when Bob Oleson, then dean of alumni, decided to re-establish 
the Alumni Weekend tree-planting ceremony, Lilly took on the 
responsibility of choosing the trees. It’s a project that has been 
dear to his heart.

 “We try to plant new species as well as native species that we 
don’t have. We keep as many varieties on campus as we can,” he 
explains. “There were 78 species on campus when I retired in 
1988. Now I think there are 80-85 different species.”

Some varieties are unique, like the Kentucky coffee tree that 
stands near the tennis courts. But Lilly admits he’s also quite 
partial to the oldest trees on campus. “We have two very nice 
trees in front of the Adams Hall (the former Laird Science 
Hall). There’s a white pine and an Austrian pine,” he says. “Those 
probably go back close to the origin of Heidelberg.”

The sad thing about his job has been watching the demise of the 
native ash trees that once dotted the campus landscape. All were 
victims of deadly Emerald Ash Borer.

“We had some rare ash trees here. One was a red ash,” Lilly 
explains. “As far as I know, there is not now a living ash tree on 
campus. At one time we probably had 10-15.”

Although Lilly relinquished the duties of choosing the 
commemorative tree this year, the native West Virginian, who came 

BY LISA SWICKARD

to Heidelberg in 1956, remains an active participant in the program. 
Trees have been just a small part of Lilly’s experience at the ’Berg, 
however. When he began teaching at the university, he recalls the study 
of DNA was in its infancy. For Lilly, it remains one of the most thrilling 
times of his career.

“I taught genetics, and when I came to Heidelberg just out of graduate 
school, I had just learned that there was something called DNA found 
inside a cell,” he recalls, chuckling. “I had to learn that material as there 
became more information about it. I was learning with the students. 
Some of my students got so interested in it that sometimes they 
would get to the library before I could, and read the most recent thing 
concerning DNA. We’d discuss it in class. It was an exciting time.”

Lilly was so passionate about teaching, there were occasions when he 
and several other faculty members volunteered their services in the 
name of hands-on education. He is particularly proud of the biology 
course he created in 1970.

“We would take 10-20 students down to the mountains of West Virginia 
and spend 10 days. Each day we’d go around to different habitats. It’s 
some of the most beautiful country in the eastern U.S.,” he says.“I lived, 
ate, played and learned with the students. We had an A-frame cabin we 
worked out of. The students stayed in tents, and we were able to cook 
and eat in the cabin. Our sanitation was a toilet around the side of a 
mountain, and our bathing was in this old mountain stream. 
Being an old West Virginian, I knew the flora. It was fun and play 
and teaching all wrapped up into one. For me, that was one of the 
highlights of my career. And we weren’t getting paid to do it.”

Today, Lilly remains an active part of the Heidelberg community. One 
of his greatest joys is returning each Alumni Weekend to offer an 
overview of the trees on the university grounds.

“A lot of my old students come around and walk with me on campus. 
It’s always a pleasure for me,” he says. “I can be a professor again.”
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Alum endows memorial 
trees in honor of prof
By Lisa Swickard

It’s been more than a decade since Dr. Ronald Stuckey 
bestowed Heidelberg University with a gift destined to last 
for generations. 

On a warm, sunny day in June 1999, 
while strolling the campus with Director of 
Development Lee Martin, the 1960 graduate 
learned the commemorative tree planting 
ceremony had been rekindled. Trees had 
been strategically planted throughout the 

campus since the 1800s. But these were different. The 
commemorative trees — planted each year during Alumni 
Weekend — were placed on the campus in memory of all 
alumni who passed away the previous year, or in honor of 
living individuals who have had a positive impact on the 
university.

At that time, however, there were no permanent funds in 
place to cover the cost of the project. It didn’t take long 
for Stuckey to arrive at a solution.

“I got the idea I wanted to do something in the form of 
an endowment,” recalls the man who holds a Ph.D. in 
botany. “I decided an endowment would be a very good 
thing that would last forever.”

The first tree was planted in 2000. Since then, the 
commemorative trees have been paid for by the interest 
generated from the endowment fund.

Of course, Heidelberg officials allowed Stuckey to give 
his gift a specific title. And while he could have chosen to 
name the legacy for himself, he instead opted to honor 
two former professors whom he considered his mentors.
Stuckey chose to name the endowment the “Percy L. Lilly-
Arthur G. McQuate Fund for Botany.”

“That first tree was planted in memory of alumni and Dr. 
McQuate, and in honor of Dr. Lilly,” he recalls. “The second 
tree was planted in honor of me.”

Over the years, several of the endowed trees have 
died, but according to Stuckey, they always have been 
replaced. Others have been relocated to accommodate 
construction on campus. Fortunately, most of those have 
survived.

Continued on page 24

Dr. Percy Lilly 
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When one thinks of a profession in the world of music, often 
the notion of performing in front of a crowd of hundreds, 

or thousands, comes to mind. But according to four Heidelberg 
alumni, being on stage is just a small part of the experience. 
Paula Roediger, Kimberly (Becker) Duffy, Thomas Carey and 
Jenna Rohrs are prime examples that the word “music” often is 
an acronym for “Many Unique, Satisfying, Incredible Careers.”

Just ask opera singer Paula Roediger ’89. A mezzo soprano, 
Roediger began singing professionally in 1995 when she made 
her debut with the Toledo Opera. Later, she moved to New York 
City to make that genre a career, although she admits it can be 
challenging. Opera is no different from other artistic pursuits — 
it’s often feast or famine. But for Roediger, it is a passion that 
ignites her soul, making the lean times easier to bear.

“Being an opera singer is a freelance profession. Unlike acting 
or musical theater, opera singers pay to audition for opera 
companies and competitions,” explains the woman who refers 
to herself as a struggling New York singer. “So in order to defray 
those costs and keep the bills paid, I also work at Citigroup. My 
boss is supportive and gives me time off to audition and perform. 
I have been able to sing all over the country as a result.”

Roediger also is the paid soloist at the First Church, Christ 
Scientist in Tarrytown, N.Y., where each week, she prepares a 
new solo and also leads the hymns.

The Mentor, Ohio, native says she is grateful to Heidelberg for 
giving her the tools she needed to find success in her chosen 
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field. “Opera singers are sometimes stereotyped as being ‘dumb’ 
musicians, but because of the education I received at Heidelberg, 
I’m never accused of that,” she explains. “One of the best parts 
about making music is that each performance can have unique, 
magical moments. One that stands out in my mind happened in 
2009, when I was the alto soloist at Heidelberg’s annual Messiah. 
As I looked around during the performance I saw everyone who 
had played a part in my Heidelberg experience. Dr. (Grant) 
Cook (a classmate) was conducting and Dr. (Vicki) Ohl was at 
the harpsichord. Another classmate, Brian Stitak, was playing 
cello, and several members of the 1985-89 Concert Choir were 
singing in the choir.” 

That was one of those magical moments. “It had an element of 
‘This is Your Life,’ ” she recalls. “But more importantly, it reminded 
me how lucky I am to be part of the Heidelberg family.”

Sometimes arriving at one’s destination in the world of music 
comes on the heels of a road filled with bizarre twists and 
turns. Take Kimberly (Becker) Duffy for example. As a student, 

she never guessed the path to her dream job at the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra would begin with a beauty pageant.

After she graduated in 1991, she moved back home to Marion, 
Ohio, and began teaching violin and voice. It was a nice start, but 
Duffy wanted more. To make ends meet, she took a job at J.C. 
Penney, and ironically, that’s where her life began to change.

“I had a manager there who was involved in the Miss Ohio 
Pageant,” she recalls. The manager was certain that if Duffy  
entered the Heart of Ohio Pageant, a new world would open up. 

She won that pageant, and although she didn’t capture the Miss 
Ohio title, she did earn a substantial amount of scholarship 
money that she ultimately invested in pursuing her master’s in 
voice degree from The Ohio State University. 
Between classes, she worked at a golf club 
in Dublin, Ohio, where she says she gained 
valuable event experience. It was the combined 
education and life experience that Duffy 
believes is responsible for helping her land 
the coveted position of senior project manager 
of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra. Her 
position in the development department 
provides managerial leadership for the 
organization’s high-level donor events. 

“I work with the volunteers and I am in charge 
of two large events — the Symphony Ball and 
Corporate Night — that raise over $1 million,” 
she explains. “I work with volunteers who give anywhere from 
$100 to thousands of dollars. I love what I’m doing.” 

Tom Carey discovered his musical calling centered around children. 
As a youngster in Elma, N.Y., Carey, ’75, was surrounded by music. 
That tends to happen when both of your parents are music teachers.  
He decided to share his love of music by giving youngsters an 
appreciation of what he held most dear.

That’s why the bulk of his 30-year career was spent teaching 
music to elementary students in Findlay and Van Buren, Ohio.
“During my 10 years in Findlay, I enjoyed the elementary string 
students so much that I decided to work toward an elementary 
education certificate,” he recalls. “And since the 1990s I’ve also 
taught strings part time at the University of Findlay.”

An accomplished violinist, Carey spent his time out of the 
classroom focusing on his professional career with the Lima 
Symphony Orchestra. He has performed with that institution 
since 1976, at times serving as concertmaster. He also has been a 
member of the Findlay String Quartet for three decades.

In 2009, as the number of string students at UF increased, Carey 
was granted permission to start and direct a 40-member, string 

ensemble. “I’m glad to do a small part to further the cause of 
string playing in our area.”

The Careys are a musical family. Tom’s wife, Janet (Wilson), ’75, 
has spent her career as a music teacher, and all three of their 
children — Kelly, ’04, Seth, ’07 and John — graduated with 
degrees in music. Tom credits Heidelberg with giving him a sturdy 
foundation. “I chose Heidelberg over larger schools because not 
only could I be a violin major and play in the orchestra, but I 
could play baritone in the band, sing in the Concert Choir and 
Singing Collegians and compose music. I believe those different 
experiences made me a better-equipped and well-rounded 
musician with an appreciation for music of all types.”

Jenna Rohrs, ’07, wasn’t a music major at the Berg. But even 
so, she has carved out a unique career in 
the world of music that doesn’t require 
performing. Her forte involves putting the 
stars in their best light.

As a lighting technician for the Tennessee-
based Bandit Lites, Rohrs tours with some 
of the biggest names in country music. 
Currently, she is travelling with heartthrob 
singer Jason Aldean.

“I started with Toby Keith, then I worked 
on the Brooks and Dunn: Last Rodeo Tour, 
and I’ve worked with Martina McBride,” 
says the woman who now calls Nashville 

home. Fortunately, I got on the country music circuit, which 
is different than a lot of tours. They’re more family-oriented, 
so they’re generally home every weekend, unless they go to the 
West Coast. If they go there, then they’re gone for a month or so 
at a time, which is actually fun.”

Rohrs discovered her penchant for lighting during her high school 
days in Napoleon, Ohio. At Heidelberg, the communication and 
theatre arts major handled the lighting for many stage events. 
She eventually managed to break into the entertainment industry 
while working as a stage hand in Columbus.  “I just started asking 
people from the crews who came around how they got into the 
business,” she recalls, adding that she finally discovered Bandit 
Lites, the oldest company in the professional lighting industry.

Although it’s an exciting existence, the schedule and pressure can 
be grueling. Set-up begins at 8 a.m. and can run until showtime. 
... “We kind of laugh and get through it. Then, right after the 
show, we tear down and head to the next city.”

It’s a life she says she wouldn’t trade for anything.  “I love it,” she 
says. “I get to see so much.”
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Jenna Rohrs

Paula Roediger (left)

Tom Carey
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1949
Jim Rankin, Las Vegas, Nev., 
recently had his experiences 
during the Vietnam War 
featured in an article in the 
Mansfield News Journal. 
Titled A Veteran’s Story: Alone, 
Unarmed and Unafraid, 
the article depicts Col. 
Rankin’s many harrowing 
reconnaissance missions over 
North Vietnam.

1950
Glen B. Engle, Surprise, 
Ariz., retired from the 
Nuclear and Aerospace 
Materials Corp. in 1994. It 
was a company he owned 
with his wife, Doris. 

1951

When Wooster alumni Lauren 
Cohen and Jim Doering were 
married on June 13, a mini-
Heidelberg reunion occurred 
at their reception. Helping 
Lauren and Jim celebrate 
– and sharing Heidelberg 
memories – were his parents 
(pictured) Roger and Ruth 
(Weirich) Doering, ’52, his 
sister and brother-in-law, 
Ann (Doering), ’81, and Jim 
Wren, ’82, and her stepmother, 
Celeste Koerner Cohen, ’76. 

Marilyn Schmidt, 
Chatsworth, N.J., has written 
a book, Cranberry Cookery 
Complete. The cookbook sells at 
her Buzby’s General Store in 
Chatsworth.

1953
Kirkland Gable (formerly 
Ralph Schwitzgebel), 
Thousand Oaks, Calif., was 
a professor of psychology at 
Harvard University and is 
now at California Lutheran 
University. He has published 
a book titled Winner’s Way, an 
inspiring story that illustrates 
insights about living with 
purpose and enthusiasm.

When Ken Jasnau, Eatonton, 
Ga., was presented a check 
as the recipient of Georgia’s 
Volunteer Caregiver of 
the Year award in 2008, he 
promised to use the money to 
“pay it forward.” As a result, 
Project HOPE (Helping 
Other People Everywhere) 
was born. He gave 49 students 
in grades 1-5 at Eagle Ridge 
Elementary a $20 bill, with 
the stipulation that they do 
something good for others 
with the money. The project 
was so inspiring and successful 
that it will continue.

1954
During 2010, Jane E. Magers, 
Des Moines, Iowa, worked in 
an attempt to stop the Iowa 
legislature from building a 
second nuclear power plant 
in the state. She is currently 
working to enlarge the present 
coalition of seven groups in an 

effort to stop nuclear power. 
Nearly 40 years ago, Jane 
was instrumental in bringing 
together a coalition of about 
20 groups that succeeded in 
staving off nuclear power in 
Iowa.

1955
Long-time city councilman 
Rupert Cutler, Roanoke, 
Va., recently was honored by 
the Western Virginia Land 
Trust. Rupert, who served as 
director of Explore Park and 
worked in the administration 
of President Jimmy Carter, 
received the Victor Thomas 
Environmental Stewardship 
Award, honoring those 
who have made significant 
contributions to the 
preservation of the natural 
heritage of Western Virginia. 
Last June, Rupert was 
instrumental in preserving 
540 of Mill Mountain’s 568 
acres.

1957
Shirley Barbe-DiVencenzo, 
Cortland, Ohio, works part 
time in adult education at 
Trumball Career  Technical 
School, instructing students 
toward their state-tested nurses’ 
aides exams. Shirley has been a 
registered nurse for many years.

1958

Patricia (Mallory) Fischer, 
Barberton, Ohio, was 
one of 10 athletes who 
won overall titles in their 
respective divisions during 
the GOODE Water Ski 
National Championships in 
Wilmington, Ill. Besides the 
overall title, Patricia placed 
first in both the slalom and 
trick competitions in the 
women’s division. She was 
the only skier from Ohio to 
capture a title.

1962
Mark and Meta (Mathes, 
’63) Meckstroth, State 
College, Pa., visited the Junior 
Year Study Abroad Office 
in Heidelberg, Germany, in 
September. Mark participated 
in the program in 1960-61, 
and Meta was there with the 
Heidelberg Concert Choir’s 
first European tour in 1962.

Dolores (Werner) Melin and 
her husband, Kenneth, have 
relocated from Waukesha, 
Wis., to Huntersville, N.C. 

alumninotes
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Sandy & John Kerstetter
	 Retired educators John and Sandy (Kropscott) Kerstetter of Kent, Ohio, feel quite nostalgic about Heidelberg these days. They warmly 

remember professors such as Archie Thomas, Ruth Bacon, John Ahart, John Kolehmainen and Carl Klopfenstein, mandatory chapel 

and convocation, their societies, plays, speech team – defining moments in their lives. “The academic and social atmosphere are things 

you have fond memories of now,” said John, ‘61. “Of course, we met there, so that’s the number-one reason we love Heidelberg!” 

	 The Kerstetters appreciate the “wonderful foundation” built and relationships created at Heidelberg. “It’s the personal relationships that 

are the foundation of the happiness that carries us through life,” Sandy, ’63 said. For these reasons, the Kerstetters have chosen to participate 

in Heidelberg’s 50th anniversary reunion class giving and have gone a step further by designating Heidelberg in their estate plans.

	 It’s their way to say thanks for the gifts Heidelberg gave them, and to pass them on. “Our financial support keeps the tradition 

going. By giving of our financial resources, we know that we are part of the future as well as the past,” John said. “It’s a good feeling.”

Thanks for the Memories

For more information, contact Jim Minehart, Director of Planned Giving

419.448.2060  |  jminehar @ heidelberg.edu



disabilities unit at Willowick 
Middle School. Her 13-
year tenure there earned 
her multiple awards for her 
skills and distinctive teaching 
methods. In 2003, Anna was 
nominated for the Franklin B. 
Walter Outstanding Teacher 
Award. For the past two years 
she has taught intervention 
English and independent study 
skills at South High School.

1978
Roxanne (Massa) Amico, 
Allentown, Pa., has been 
re-elected to the Cedar Crest 
College Board of Trustees. 
She returned as chairperson 
of the Performing Arts 
Department in the fall of 
2010.

Betsy (Rezash) Gorrell, 
North Canton, Ohio, recently 
retired from the Woodridge 
Local School District after 11 
years as principal. 

Ron TerMeer, Circleville, 
Ohio, has been named 
president at Elite Expediting 
Corp., a multi-state delivery 
company based in Columbus, 
Ohio.

1979
Rev. Steven Swope, 
Columbia, Mo., has been 
named senior pastor of the 
Columbia United Church 
of Christ. Since 2000, Rev. 
Swope has served as an 
intentional interim minister 
in the Southern California-
Nevada Conference (UCC).

Marie (Morano) Weber, 
Virginia Beach, Va., was 
honored with the General 
Music Educator of the Year 
Award by the Virginia Music 
Educators’ Association. She 

also was elected president 
of the Virginia Elementary 
Music Educators Association.

1980
Keith Linn, Seven Hills, 
Ohio, has been selected as 
an inaugural class inductee 
to the National Association 
of Clean Water Agencies 

Hall of Fame. Keith was 
chair of the NACWA Water 
Quality Committee until his 
retirement from the Northeast 
Ohio Regional Sewer District 
in February 2010.

Laura (Ohl) Ross, Winter 
Springs, Fla., is the Seminole 
State College of Florida’s new 

dean of Arts and Sciences. 
The department consists 
of seven divisions: arts and 
communication, biological 
sciences, English, humanities, 
mathematics, physical sciences 
and social sciences.
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following their retirement. 
Dolores is a former teacher in 
the Milwaukee Public Schools.

1963
Allen County Common 
Pleas Court Judge Richard 
Warren, Lima, Ohio, recently 
was presented with the 2010 
Ritter Award by the Ohio 
State Bar Foundation. The 
award recognizes attorneys 
for accomplishments that 
promote professionalism, 
integrity and ethics in the 
practice of law. Richard has 
been a lawyer for nearly 45 
years. He co-founded the 
WORTH Center, a nine-
county, community-based 
correctional facility in Lima, 
and initiated a re-entry and 
sex offender program for 
felony offenders.

1965
Janet (Cisler) Dodge, 
Burlington, N.C., retired 
from Alamance-Burlington 
School System in July 2008, 
where she served as the school 
psychologist for 18 years. Prior 
to that, Janet taught elementary 
and intermediate school in 
Ohio and worked as a school 
psychologist in Indiana. 

1966
Dale Lautensleger, West 
Alexandria, Ohio, has retired 
after 16 years as ordained 
clergy in the United Church 
of Christ. Dale also served 
four years as a program 
coordinator with Preble 
County Community Action 
Agency, and he worked 19 
years as a case manager with 
severely mentally disabled 
adults at the Darke County 
Mental Health Clinic in 
Greenville, Ohio.

1969
Peter “Pete” Hartsock, 
Laytonsville, Md., recently 
traveled to Shanghai to 
participate in an international 
meeting about advanced 
research methods for AIDS. 
The title of his conference 
lead-off speech was The Spirit 
of Gung Ho Reborn: China and 
America – Alliance in Health.

1970
Kenneth Adams, Plattsburgh, 
N.Y., recalled how the first 
Earth Day when he was a 
senior at Heidelberg impacted 
him. Now a professor of 
ecology at Plattsburgh State, 
Ken has spent his career 
promoting to his students the 
interaction between plants 
and animals in the natural 
environment by using the 
region’s ecosystems as living 
classrooms. His story recently 
was featured in the local 
newspaper. 

Brent Carson, Delaware, 
Ohio, was recently voted “Best 
Teacher” by the Delaware 
Gazette, even though he 
has technically been retired 
since 2005. He had been a 
sixth grade history and social 
studies teacher at Willis 
Intermediate School for 31 
years. Today, Brent continues 
his love of educating the 
public by offering his 
knowledge of local history 
as a guest speaker at various 
schools and programs.

1971
N. Gregory Kohn, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., is the new vice 
president of human resources 
and community relations at 
Rocky Mountain College. He 

provides vision, leadership, 
planning and management for 
the RMC Human Resources 
Department.

1973
Michael Cole, Sandusky, 
Ohio, is a guidance counselor 
at Danbury Local Schools. 
He also is a member of a 
doctoral cohort in leadership 
studies at Bowling Green 
State University.

Rex Durdel, Twinsburg, 
Ohio, is food service sales 
manager for Sensory Effects 
Flavor Systems in St. Louis. 
Rex also has been a basketball 
official for high school and 
college for 36 years.

Carl Stissel, Findlay, Ohio, 
is the church pianist at the 
Church of Great Peace.

Bill Tashima, Fall City, Wash., 
recently retired as director for 
the Assistance and Insurance 
Program Quality Branch, 
Office of Quality Performance, 
Social Security Administration, 
after 33 years of service.

1974
Charles Goodrich, Crystal 
Lake, Ore., has released his 
new book, Going to Seed. The 
work is full of metaphors of 
a garden, presented in eye-
opening, heart-expanding, 
humorous and heady ways. 
Currently, Charles is program 
director of the Spring Creek 
Project for Ideas, Nature and 
the Written Word at Oregon 
State University.

1975
Tom Amico, Allentown, Pa., 
recently returned to the stage 
in the role of Prospero in The 
Masque of Prospero.

1976
Raymond H. Farmen, 
Portage, Mich., has been 
appointed president and 
CEO of Pharm Optima, a 
contract research organization 
in Portage.

For more than 30 years, 
Austin T. Kreutz, Allegan, 
Mich., has been teaching life 
applications from God’s word. 
As an ordained minister, he 
has pastored churches in 
Michigan and New York. He 
also teaches internationally.

Christopher Nelson, 
Wauseon, Ohio, recently 
was awarded the Clyde V. 
Bartlett Distinguished Service 
Award by the Ohio School 
Psychologists Association 
for his original work in 
developing school crisis teams. 
Chris is completing his 33rd 
year as a school psychologist 
in northwest Ohio.

1977
Anna Marie (Sobolesky) 
Armstrong, Kirtland, Ohio, 
has received the Adele Knight 
Excellence in Teaching Award 
as chosen by her peers. Ann 
began working for the Ohio 
Department of MR/DD 
in 1977. In 1993 she began 
teaching in the multiple 
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1965
Dr. Marilyn Shontz married Kathleen 

Frank on April 18, 2010. The couple 

resides in Franklinville, N.C.

1969
Signe L. Stitt was married to Stephen-Paul 

Yelland on May 15, 2010. Signe retired 

from the Miami County Educational 

Service Center, where she was a 

speech/language pathology supervisor. 

The couple lives in Dayton, Ohio.

1990
Johnna (Detwiler) Dye and Gregory 

Roberts were married Sept. 4, 2010. The 

couple resides in Van Wert, Ohio.

1999
Sara Creque married 

Tony Thomas on Aug. 

28, 2010. Sara is an 

aquatic ecologist. 

The couple lives in 

Pleasant Prairie, Wis.

2003
Adam Neill married 

Kristina Nungester on 

Oct. 30, 2010. Adam 

is a logistics manager 

for Miller Transfer. They 

live in Monroe, Ohio.

2005
Jacqueline Smith and Adam Hamernik 

were married Sept. 25, 2010. The couple 

resides in Norwalk, Ohio.

2007
Willis “Frank” Calhoun, Lorain, Ohio, 

married Lisa on Aug. 14, 2010. They 

now live in Taylorsville, Utah, where 

Frank works as a band repair tech at 

Summerhays Music.

2009
Shawn Shriver and Morgan Harrigan 

were married June 12, 2010. Shawn is an 

inside sales representative at Webster 

Industries. Morgan is employed at the 

Madison Street Tavern and the newly 

opened University Diner. The couple 

lives in Tiffin.

Julie Homan and James Cholodewitsch 

were married July 17, 2010. Julie works at 

TMC in Willard. The couple lives in Tiffin.
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For more than 30 years, John 
“Bill” Speros, Cleveland, 
has helped manage forensic 
accountants, computer 
experts and huge quantities 
of data while untangling the 
Bernie Madoff ponzi scheme. 
Bill is a data and evidence 
management consultant, a 
business he started in 1989. 

1981
In June, Ellyn Ruthstrom, 
Somerville, Mass., attended 
the LGBT Pride Month 
celebration at the White 
House in honor of her work 
as a bisexual activist. Ellyn is 
the current president of the 
Bisexual Resource Center, an 
organization that is celebrating 
its 25th anniversary this year 
for raising awareness about 
bisexuality and providing 
support within the LGBT 
community.

1983
Cindy (Quellhorst) Bowser, 
Hartville, Ohio, received her 
Master Teacher endorsement 
from the state of Ohio in the 
fall of 2009.

Pamela Moyer, Tiffin, was 
recently elected as fiscal 
officer for Clinton Township 
in Seneca County, Ohio.

Sandra (Goodin) Pech, 
Massillon, Ohio, received 
her Ph.D in curriculum and 
instruction from Kent State 
University in May 2010. 
She is currently an assistant 
professor and the coordinator 
of the Early Childhood 
Baccalaureate program at Kent 
State University at Tuscarawas.

1986
Judy (Clausing) Gruenbaum, 
North Richland Hills, Texas, 

has relocated there from 
Columbus. She continues her 
work as a senior vice president 
with JP Morgan Chase in 
the Arlington, Texas, office, 
specializing in anti-money 
laundering compliance. 

Julie Hartigan, Purcellville, 
Va., recently received the 
Distinguished Alumna 
Award from the College of 
Engineering at The Ohio 
State University. Julie is the 
CTO of Federal Programs 
at Expert Systems in 
Washington, D.C. 

1987
Temple University's football 
operations director Tom 
Deahn, Philadelphia, has 
been named the National 
Football Operations Director 
of the Year by Footballscoop.
com. After four seasons, Tom 
has served as the liaison to 
university administration, 
athletic administration, football 
alumni and the Owl Club. 
He also handles NCAA and 
MAC compliance issues, home 
and away game operations, the 
walk-on program, the football 
budget and team clinics.

1988
Kelly (Voelker) Murphy, 
Chesterland, Ohio, has 
completed her third year as an 
assistant principal at Chardon 
Middle School. Prior to that, 
Kelly taught in the South 
Euclid/Lyndurst School District. 
Her husband, Mike, ’89, is an 
assistant principal at Brush High 
School in Lyndhurst. 

Anita Newman, Urbana, 
Ohio, recently attended the 
Soroptimist International 
of America convention in 
San Francisco. Prior to the 

convention, Anita was chosen 
to be the District II director for 
the Midwestern Region of SIA. 

1989
Ed Hernando, Hendersonville, 
N.C., recently completed his 
third annual bicycle ride from 
Greenville, S.C. to Austin, 
Texas, to raise funds for cancer 
research.

Trevor Thompson, Clinton, 
Ohio, has taken as job as 
director of pricing at Ratelinx.

1990

Stephen Ceccoli, Memphis, 
Tenn., recently received the 
2010 Jameson M. Jones Award 
for outstanding faculty service 
at Rhodes College. Stephen has 
been chair of the department 
of International Studies since 
2006. He also has served as a 
faculty representative to the 
Rhodes Board of Trustees and 
has been a member of a large 
number of standing committees 
of the faculty.

1992
Brett Panter, New Carlisle, 
Ohio, recently became a major 
in the United States Army 
and is currently attending 
Commander Staff College.

1994
Adam Smith, Tiffin, is 
celebrating 13 years as the 
owner of Camden Falls and 
Carmie’s Grill & Bar.

1996
Erich Merkle, Stow, Ohio, 
graduated with his Ph.D. 
degree in psychology/school 
psychology from Kent State 
University. He is a school 
psychologist in Akron.

1997
Sara Nachtrab, High Point, 
N.C., is the new assistant 
principal at Meredith Leigh 
Haynes-Bennie Lee Inman 
and Gateway education 
centers. She was a former 
teacher and curriculum 
facilitator there.

1998
Jeromey Sheets, Lancaster, 
Ohio, principal of Cedar 
Heights Elementary, is 
president-elect of the Ohio 
Association of Elementary 
School Administrators. At 
the National Association of 
Elementary School Principals’ 
National Leaders Conference, 
Jeromey called on Congress 
to provide new policies that 
strengthen professional 
development for principals 
and include standards 
for comprehensive early 
childhood programs.

1999
Ericka (Daniels) Kurtz, 
Carey, Ohio, recently joined 
Tiffin University as director 
of communication.

2000
Ty Schwamberger, Stow, 
Ohio, is offering pre-orders 
for DVD copies of his work, 
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Cake Batter. The short story 
version of Cake Batter was 
adapted into a screenplay and 
filmed by Shadetree Films.

Dave Sniadak, Eagan, Minn., 
had a feature article about his 
hybrid journalism philosophy, 
10 Tips for Guerillas on the 
Go, published in the August 
2010 edition of Videomaker 
Magazine. As creative director 
for Axiom Productions, he won 
a 2010 Telly Award for a video 
he produced for the Toro Co.

2001
Nate Irwin, Findlay, Ohio, 
guided his Liberty-Benton 
high school girls’ basketball 
team to victory as the 2010 
Division III State Champions. 
A sixth-year coach, Nate’s 
Lady Eagles were the only 
team in Ohio – girls or boys – 
to claim an undefeated record.

Becky (McKibben) Sunday, 
Buckland, Ohio, is minister 
of church development and 
parish life at St. Paul UCC in 
Wapakoneta.

2002
Erin (Doran) Salzer, 
Columbus, was elected chair 
of the Ohio Education 
Association’s Convention 
Planning Committee.

2003
Dr. Matthew Bloom, Austin, 
Texas, is now assistant professor 
of history at Concordia 
University Texas in Austin.

Jason Clemens, Willoughby, 
Ohio, received his master’s 
degree in educational 
administration from John 
Carroll University in 
December 2009.

Duane Davis, Salem, Ind., 
graduated with a master’s 
degree in education from 
Walden University.

Halley (Hassel) Long, Morrow, 
Ohio, was promoted to partner 
doctor at her veterinary practice, 
Banfield, the Pet Hospital of 
West Chester. 

Ryan Wason, Alpharetta, 
Ga., is now the first full-time 
chorus director for Lambert 
High School in Cumming.

2005
Erin Gallaher, Delaware, 
Ohio, is practicing at the 
Mantonya Chiropractic & 
Wellness Center in Hebron.

Krystal Jones, San Antonio, 
recently became a senior 
account executive for O’Keefe 
& Co., an information 
technology marketing firm.

Jenny Wittstock, Omaha, 
Neb., is the director of student 
leadership at College of Saint 
Mary in Omaha.

2006

Dana Carnes, Springfield, 
Ohio, completed her master 
degree in higher education 
and student affairs from The 

Ohio State University in June. 
She is an area coordinator 
in a co-ed residence hall at 
Wittenberg University, where 
she also works with campus 
leadership initiatives.

Christina Hoehn, Cuyahoga 
Falls, Ohio, received her 
master’s degree in marriage 
and family therapy from 
the University of Akron in 
August 2009. She is currently 
a counselor working with 
youth and their families.

Ashley Matthes, North 
Ridgeville, Ohio, works as a 
physical therapist assistant at 
HealthSource Chiropractic & 
Progressive Rehab in Avon, 
Ohio. Ashley earned an 
associate of applied science/
physical therapist assistant 
degree from North Central 
State College in Mansfield, 
Ohio, in 2009.

Nick Omiccioli, Kansas 
City,  Mo., is the recipient 
of an array of awards in 
music, including the ASCAP 
Foundation Morton Gould 
Composition Award. He 
is preparing for a faculty 
fellowship from the University 
of Missouri that includes 
tuition, an $11,500 stipend, 
and the opportunity to teach 
undergraduate courses in 
composition.  He is one of five 
finalists selected to participate 
in the Thailand International 
Composition Competition. 
Nick also was selected to 
participate in a two-week 
workshop, Cortona Sessions 
for New Music in Italy. 

2007
William Shelly, Wadsworth, 
Ohio, recently graduated 
from the University of Akron 
School of Law.

2009
Rob Hawn, Castalia, Ohio, 
is the assistant athletic 
director and health and 
physical education teacher at 
Margaretta High School in 
Castalia.

Tony Knisely, New York 
City, is a model who recently 
landed a full-page ad in 
the September issue of GQ 
Magazine.

2010
Josh Hohman, Tiffin, is the 
morning co-host/anchor on 
WFOB, 1430 AM radio in 
Fostoria.

Sarah Harvey, Kent, Ohio, 
has been awarded a full tuition 
scholarship and assistantship 
for musicology at Kent State 
University, where she is a 
graduate student.
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“Because of the support that I have received from alumni 
and donors through the Dean’s Scholarship, I am able to 
continue my education, wrestle in college, and study abroad 
in Germany. I’m so thankful to be a part of the Heidelberg 
family and I look forward to helping future students the same 
way that I have been supported as a student at Heidelberg.”

ThankYou – Ben Kieffer

1992
Mr. and Mrs. Shaun Martin, 
Columbus, a daughter, Paris, 
born July 2010.

1993
Mr. and Mrs. Dan (Liesl 
Klaber, ’94) Higgins, Bellevue, 
Ohio, a son, Andrew Joseph, 
born Nov. 3, 2010. Photo 1

Mr. and Mrs. Michael (Bridget 
Caffrey) Piotrowski, Eastlake, 
Ohio, a son, Owen, born Feb. 
2, 2010.

1994
Adam Smith and Carrie Smith, 
Tiffin, a son, Lucas Frederick, 
born May 15, 2010.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas (Amy 
Clarke) Woodard, Somerset, 
N.J., a daughter, Elizabeth Jane, 
born Oct. 27, 2010. Photo 2

1996
Mr. and Mrs. David (Sherry 
Moulaison) Miscia, 
Framingham, Mass., a son, 
Daniel Stephen, born Feb. 14, 
2009.

1998
Mr. and Mrs. John Kramer, 
Tiffin, a daughter, Kaylee Joyce, 
born Nov. 22, 2010.

Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
(Kimberly Bullard) Lewallen, 
Huron, Ohio, a daughter, Kaylee 
Mae, born April 8, 2010. Photo 3

1999
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Stumpo, 
Sunbury, Ohio, a daughter, 
Evaline Aurora, born July 14, 
2010. Photo 4

2000
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Sniadak, 
Eagan, Minn., a daughter, June 
Lorraine, born Aug. 12, 2010. 
Photo 5

2001
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew (Erin 
Yost) Brazofsky, Rochester, 
N.Y., a son, Seth, born Sept. 24, 
2010. Photo 6

2002
Mr. and Mrs. Jason (Heidi 
Barth, ’03) Clemens, 
Willoughby, Ohio, a daughter, 
Elizabeth Marie, born Feb. 27, 
2010. Photo 7

Mr. and Mrs. Darwin (Melanie 
Routzahn) McClellan, 
Cleveland, a son, Reid Alan, 
born June 2, 2010.

Mr. and Mrs. David (Kelly 
Rothaker) Olds, Baltimore, a 
daughter, Sophia Pearl, born 
June 9, 2010. Photo 8

Mr. and Mrs. Kyle (Jacquelyn 
Gladieux) Timmons, Oak 
Harbor, Ohio, a daughter, Anna 
Dawn, born Aug. 21, 2010.

2003
Mr. and Mrs. Eric (Julie 
Wagner) Babcock, Lakewood, 
Ohio, a daughter, Ella Rose, 
born Jan. 1, 2009.

Mr. Jeff and Dr. Halley 
(Hassel) Long, Morrow, Ohio, a 
daughter, Havannah Elizabeth, 
born Sept. 10, 2010. Photo 9

2004
Mr. and Mrs. Justin (Kristie 
Armstrong, ’05) Badik, 
Fremont, Ohio, a daughter, 
Raegan Diane, born July 16, 
2010. Photo 10

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Garvin, 
Upper Sandusky, Ohio, a son, 
Cooper Michael, born April 26, 
2010.

Rebecca (Denton) Shope, 
Toledo, Ohio, a son, Liam 
Gregory, born Aug. 22, 2010.

2005
Mr. and Mrs. Jason (Elizabeth 
Smith) Allan, Woodland, 
Calif., a son, Aiden Laudel, 
born Feb. 7, 2010. Photo 11

Mr. and Mrs. Ismael (Joni 
Wilhelm) Gutierrez, Fremont, 
Ohio, a daughter, Nadia Leigh, 
born June 5, 2010. Photo 12

Mr. and Mrs. Brian, ’06 
(Brittney Hoffman) Hanudel, 
Rossford, Ohio, a daughter, 
Brynleigh Skyler, born July 13, 
2010. Photo 13

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher 
(Amanda Kruse) Storer, El 
Segundo, La., a daughter, Adelia 
Paige, born Feb. 14, 2010. 

2006
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy (Emily 
Sendelbach) Brubaker, 
Bettsville, Ohio, a son, Caleb 
Paul, born Nov. 2, 2010.

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory (Ashlie 
Burkhart) Gowitzka, Clyde, 
Ohio, a son, Luke Gregory, 
born Sept. 20, 2010. Photo 14

Mr. and Mrs. Rodney 
(Angelica Ardner) Hillis, 
Willard, Ohio, a daughter, 
Molly Rose, born Aug. 7, 2010.
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trees
Continued from page 11

For the man from the little town of 

Lykens, Ohio, in Crawford County, 

the commemorative tree planting 

endowment was something that 

came naturally. Stuckey spent the 

majority of his career as a botanist, 

and for 26 years taught that subject 

at The Ohio State University. He also 

directed Ohio State’s herbarium.

In December 2010, he was inducted 

into the Ohio Natural Resources Hall 

of Fame when he was honored with 

the Career Accomplishment Award. 

According to the Hall of Fame criteria, 

“The award is the state’s highest 

accolade designated to an Ohioan 

whose outstanding contribution to 

the preservation, protection and wise 

management of the state’s natural 

resources has been the product of a 

lifetime devoted to furthering the best 

interests of conservation.”

Stuckey obviously was delighted. “I’ve 

worked with preserving natural areas, 

and I’ve taught and wrote about 

Ohio’s flora and aquatic plants,” he 

says. “It was quite an honor.”

Class of 2013
Major: German 

Rho Eta Delta 
RA Krieg Hall 

Wrestling 
DeustchKlub Co-President 

Campus Fellowship Leaders Team 
Berg UCC
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1933
Nina (Weickert) Overmyer, 
Fremont, Ohio, died Feb. 22, 
2010.

1934
Mary (Naylor) Doemel, Tiffin, 
died Nov. 29, 2010. 

1936
Ernest “Ernie” Pierce, Fort 
Collins, Colo., died Sept. 10, 
2010. 

1938
Mildred “Millie” (Houtz) 
Reinboldt, Warren, Ohio, died 
May 29, 2010.

1939
Alice (Harding) Aiken, 
Bothell, Wash., died Sept. 13, 
2010.

Lucy Ann (Bennehoff ) 
Emerson, Tiffin, died May 1, 
2010.

1940
Martha “Nita” Kurzdorfer, 
Newport News, Va., died Oct. 
31, 2010. 

Phyllis (Fleck) Scheiber, 
Tiffin, died June 26, 2010.

Muriel (Smith) Schwenneker, 
Canton, Ohio, died Nov. 5, 
2010.

Wilbur “Pete” Weaver, 
Dowagiac, Mich., died July 8, 
2010. 

1941
Carl Riegel, Clyde, Ohio, died 
Nov. 10, 2010. 

Virginia (Snearly) Sayre, 
Roswell, Ga., died Nov. 1, 
2010.

1942
John “Kraut” Harmon, 
Uhrichville, Ohio, died Aug. 
10, 2010.

Arline (Shilling) Leisy, 
Wooster, Ohio, died April 22, 
2010. 

Rev. J. Miles Walthour, 
Fredonia, Pa., died Feb. 18, 
2010. 

1943
Dr. Fred Andrews, New 
Philadelphia, Ohio, died April 
1, 2010. 

Robert Booth, Tiffin, died 
Aug. 31, 2010.

1945
Kathryn (Zartman) 
Sommerlatte, Tallahassee, Fla., 
died April 23, 2010. 

W. Murray Withrow, 
LaGrange, Ohio, died Nov. 
29, 2010. 

1946
Mary (Weinig) Felton, Tiffin, 
died June 6, 2010.

David Lee, East Rochester, 
N.Y., died Sept. 24, 2010.

1947
Gladys (Lober) McNey, West 
Chester, Pa., died Oct. 26, 
2010.

Rev. Kenneth Weaver, Tipp 
City, Ohio, died June 10, 2010. 

1948
Dorothy (Webber) Wilkey, 
Bluffton, Ind., died Sept. 8, 
2010. 

Rev. Albert Young, Fairborn, 
Ohio, died Nov. 19, 2010. 

1949
John DeWeese, Port 
Charlotte, Fla., died June 23, 
2010.

Mildred (Potter) Malor, 
Roswell, Ga., died Oct. 6, 2010.

1950
Parker B. Brown, Rochester, 
N.Y., died Feb. 24, 2010.

Doris (Lampe) Garland, Keene, 
N.H., died July 10, 2010.

Margaret (Garlaugh) 
Weidner, Muskegon, Mich., 
died Jan. 24, 2010. 

1951
Paul R. Cleveland, Sandusky, 
Ohio, died June 4, 2010.

Florence (Burke) Conrad, 
Delaware, Ohio, died March 
4, 2010.

Janice Ruth (Kellermeyer) 
Higgins, Lincoln, Neb., died 
May 4, 2010.

1952
Melvin A. “Bud” Jones, Tiffin, 
died June 29, 2010.

Eleanor (Bolta) Taffner, New 
York, N.Y., died Sept. 15, 2010. 

1953
Richard Frick, Tiffin, died 
Nov. 21, 2010. 

Bernard Welly, Tiffin, died 
May 15, 2010. 

1956
Gerald Alles, Ocala, Fla., died 
March 2, 2010.

Wesley Hargraves, Sautee, 
Ga., died June 8, 2010. 

Suzanne (Mathey) Matz, New 
Castle, Del., died July 1, 2010. 

Richard Yant, Canton, Ohio, 
died April 14, 2010.

1957
Ann (Guse) Abell, Rochester, 
N.Y., died June 20, 2010.

Harold Bergendorf, Prospect 
Heights, Ill., died July 9, 2010.

John Goshorn Jr., 
Worthington, Ohio, died Sept. 
22, 2010.

Stanley Swartz, Midlothian, 
Va., died Oct. 5, 2010.

Friends
Remembered

1958
James Previte, Rome, N.Y., 
died March 20, 2010.

Joseph Rakos, Edison, Ohio, 
died Sept. 3, 2010.

1959
J. Ernest Keen, Skyesville, 
Md., died May 20, 2010.  

1961
Rev. Jack Archer, State 
College, Pa., died Nov. 9, 
2009. 

1962
Gene Carper, Tiffin, died May 
22, 2010. 

1964
Anita (Callens) Gaydos, 
Rochester Hills, Mich., 
formerly of Tiffin, died Dec. 
25, 2010.

Dr. James Hall, Riverdale, 
Mich., died July 23, 2010.

Carol (Ludrovsky) Maichrye, 
Cleveland, died Feb. 2, 2010. 

1965
Michael Sturges, Rocky River, 
Ohio, died Aug. 28, 2010.

1967
Paul W. Conrad Jr., Leetonia, 
Ohio, died Dec. 22, 2010. 

Jean (Hartschuh) Weiland, 
Willard, Ohio, died May 29, 
2010.

1968
Wilmer Curtiss, Glastonbury, 
Conn., died July 25, 2010.

1969
Kathleen (Hayes) Messner, 
Erie, Pa., died Aug. 7, 2010.

1970
Peter Manon, Ocala, Fla., died 
April 3, 2010. 

1972
Christopher Petras, Cleveland, 
Ga., died July 22, 2010.

1986
Charles Longnecker, Dayton, 
died June 20, 2010.

Harlan Ray Riley, Elyria, 
Ohio, died Oct. 6, 2010.

1992
Thomas Sawvel, 
Hendersonville, Tenn., died 
Aug. 8, 2010. 

2004
Andrea (Howell) Shively, 
Grafton, Ohio, died May 11, 
2010.

FRIENDS
Pheriba “Phebe” Agerter, 
Tiffin, died Dec. 4, 2010.

Henrietta Becker, Prospect, 
Ohio, died March 1, 2010.

Jason Craig Bendekovic, 
Tiffin, died Sept. 27, 2010. 

Geraldine Corthell, Tiffin, 
died Aug. 31, 2010.

Harold Hafer, Mount Adams, 
Ohio, died Nov. 30, 2010.

Helen Hart, Henderson, Ky., 
died Jan. 25, 2010.

Tamara Keller, Bellevue, Ohio, 
died Dec. 4, 2010.

Heidelberg’s 10th president, 
Leslie Fishel Jr., dies at age 88
Dr. Leslie Fishel jr.,who became 
Heidelberg’s 10th president 
in 1969, died of complications 
from colon cancer at his 
Madison, Wis., home on Sept. 
8, 2010. He was 88.

Dr. Fishel served as president 
for 11 years, leaving in 
1980 to become director of 
the Rutherford B. Hayes 
Presidential Library in 
Fremont. He retired in 1988.

After graduating from Oberlin 
College in 1943, he served in 
World War II. Following his 
military service, he enrolled in 
Harvard University, where he 
earned his master’s and Ph.D. 
degrees in history. Dr. Fishel 
loved to teach and engage the 
curiosity of students, friends 
and family. He taught history 
at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology and later 
moved into administrative 
positions in higher education 
and foundations. Throughout 
his career, he also served as the 
alumni director of Oberlin and 
director of the state Historical 
Society of Wisconsin.

Dr. Fishel was active in his 
community. He was a founding 
member of the Urban League 
of Greater Madison, a member 
and two-term moderator of 
First Congregational Church 
and a member of the Rotary 
Clubs of Tiffin and Fremont. 
He was on the board of a 
number of small colleges and 
historical associations.

On June 30, 1943, Dr. Fishel 
married his college sweetheart, 
Barbara Gene Richards, who 
died Oct. 31, 2010. They were 
the parents of five children, 
Morgan Barry, Lee Fertitta, 
Andy Fishel, Jeff Fishel and 
Tim Fishel, who is deceased, 
and seven grandchildren.

Memorial donations may be 
made to any of the following: 
Timothy R. Fishel Memorial 
Funds at the University 
of Washington School of 
Law, the Leslie and Thelma 
Fishel Scholarship Fund at 
Heidelberg; the Gertrude 
H. & O. Mark Richards 
Scholarship Fund at Oberlin, 
First Congregational Church 
Foundation in Madison or 
the Wisconsin Historical 
Foundation, Society Library.
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For additional obituary information, please visit

www.heidelberg.edu/alumni/alumnimagazine/memoriam.
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Finding your way does not come without assistance. For student-
athletes at Heidelberg, a commitment to academics and hard 
work on the court directs them to what they ultimately want … 
a successful career.

The opportunity to compete at a high level from an athletic 
standpoint, while growing as an individual and a student, can be 
a juggling act for some. But the Heidelberg community – from 
administrator to professor and coach – makes it a priority to 
ensure the success of all student-athletes.

“The personal touch that each of the coaches and professors 
take is a huge reason you see so many academic performers 
from Heidelberg,” said associate director of athletics and head 
volleyball coach Jason Miller. “Everyone is working on the same 
page to carry present success into the future.”

With support from all directions, two senior student-athletes, 
Brittany Donelan and Nathan James, have mastered the balancing 
act in the classroom and on the playing field, and are set to reap 
the benefits of their time on campus when they graduate in May.
Donelan has found her way by leading the volleyball program to 
new heights, as well as becoming a top academic performer.

 “I take one thing at a time,” said Donelan. “I knew if I wanted to 
help move the volleyball team to the next level it would not just 
have to happen on the court. I would need to handle myself in 
the classroom as well.”
 
And that’s exactly what she has done. She is a three-time academic 
all-district selection and was the Ohio Athletic Conference’s 
September Scholar-Athlete of the Month. On the court, she 
is an All-American and a three-time OAC Libero of the Year. 
Donelan will leave Heidelberg after winning two OAC regular-
season titles and a tournament trophy, along with making four 
trips to the NCAA Regionals. 

Ultimately, her efforts led her to being voted the ESPN the Magazine 
Volleyball Academic All-American of the Year for the college 
division. She represents the top volleyball student-athlete among 
NCAA Division II and III institutions, as well as NAIA and junior 
college programs. Her commitment to success has landed her a full-
time position with Marathon Oil Co. following graduation.

James has hit a home run with his time as a student, while leading 
the baseball team to a sweep of the league titles on the mound 
in his first three years. In 2010, he won the inaugural NCAA 
Elite 88 Award for baseball, which honors the student-athlete 
with the highest grade-point average of the competing schools 
in each of the 88 NCAA sponsored championships. James has 
also earned academic honors from the conference. 

“I have always had the attitude to push myself in whatever I do,” 
said James. “Being a student-athlete has helped me get my priorities 
straight. The more you put into something, the more you get out of it.”

Balancing act: Extra effort 
pays off for scholar-athletes
by Morgan Hawley
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“At the Division III level, the importance of academics is stressed 
on a daily basis,” said Heidelberg faculty athletic representative 
Dr. Traci Sittason Stark, associate professor of psychology. “The 
balance between academics and athletics is a daily requirement 
for all student-athletes and it is easy to underestimate. Nathan 
and Brittany have functioned at the highest level on both sides.”
 
“In order for students to be successful following graduation, 
we need to make sure they are doing things now,” said Miller. 
“Not being an average C student, but making sure they are an 
above-average student. Making sure they are working hard so 
that when they graduate, they will be much more competitive in 
the workforce.”

James and Donelan have helped bring notoriety to Heidelberg, 
as well as marketability to potential employers by doing the small 
things right. They are just two on a long list of current, past and 
future student-athletes who have found their place on campus 
and in turn, their purpose in life.

'Berg inducts 25th HoF class
by Morgan Hawley

Another illustrious group was inducted into the Heidelberg 
Athletic Hall of Fame during homecoming weekend in October. 
The 25th induction class included Fred McGarvey, ’56, Stan 
Parrish, ’69, Shaun Martin, ’92, and Rachael Poland Novak, ’03. 
Also joining the class was the 1998 men’s cross country team and 
the 1999 men’s outdoor track and field team.

McGarvey was a three-year letter winner on the gridiron while 
playing both sides of the ball. In 1955 he was voted by his 

teammates as the Most Valuable Player and landed a spot on the 
All-Ohio Dream Team’s Honorable Mention list.

Parrish played defensive back and served as a student assistant 
coach. Parrish spent the 2002 and 2003 seasons as the 
quarterbacks coach of the NFL’s Tampa Bay Buccaneers. In 2002, 
he helped lead Tampa Bay to the first Super Bowl Championship 
in franchise history. 

Martin played offensive tackle and was a three-year letter winner. 
He was a two-time preseason All-American and an All-OAC 
honoree. In 1991, Martin earned the OAC’s Mike Gregory 
Award, which honors the top offensive lineman and offensive 
back prior to being named an honorable mention All-American.

Novak was a four-time All-OAC selection and closed out her 
time at the Berg as a three-time All-American. She graduated 
as the all-time leading scorer, and is third in the OAC, with 
1,914 points. In the classroom, she landed a spot on the Verizon 
Academic All-Region Team and the CoSIDA Academic All-
Region Team. She was also named to the Academic All-OAC 
First Team.

Paced by four All-OAC performers, the men’s cross country 
team brought home the 1998 OAC crown, marking the first at 
Heidelberg. Along the way head coach Larry Brown was tabbed 
the OAC Coach of the Year.

The track and field team won its first OAC title in 1999. 
Under Brown’s direction, Heidelberg had 17 individual All-
OAC performers, and one all-league relay, including seven 
championships. 

To learn more about the inductees or to nominate deserving 
individuals for the hall of fame visit the Heidelberg athletics 
website at www.heidelberg.edu/athletics.

New Hall of Famers (l to r) Martin, McGarvey, Novak



310 E Market Street
Tiffin, Ohio 44883

Non—Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit no. 727

Toledo, OH

Parent/Guardian: If the addressee is no longer residing at this 
address, please pass along the new mailing address by letter, 
telephone or e-mail. Thank you.

Address Service Requested

Construction is underway for the new

Opening August 2011
For more information on the residence hall and photos of the construction process,

please visit www.heidelberg.edu/NewResHall.

For more information about upcoming alumni and campus events, please visit

www.heidelberg.edu/alumni.

Residence Life and Learning Hall
	 & University Commons




