American Junior Year
at Heidelberg University

— founded 1958 —

Syllabus J-11 ,Pre-Semester Intensive German Language”

60 contact hours (3 US Credits); 2.5h/daily over 4 weeks; Room ,,Hélderlin“ (AlY Study Center)

Instructor: various

Course Description:

This course prepares students for the University’s German Language Proficiency Examination (DSH)
and/or the International Study Center’s placement exam which will both take place upon completion
of the 60 contact hours, both written and oral. The course structure mirrors the DSH’s: intensive
practice in listening and reading comprehension, advanced German grammar and vocabulary, text
analysis and text production — all with a focus on everyday speech and academic discourse.

The course is accompanied by site-visits to local institutions in Heidelberg, i.e., the rich co-curricular
offerings of the AJY program (city & castle tour, Friedrich-Ebert-Gedenkstatte, Thingstatte,
Kurpfalzisches Museum, Deutsch-Amerikanisches Institut, University archive, Mark Twain Center for
Transatlantic Relations, Stadttheater Heidelberg, etc.). The course materials prepare students for the
co-curricular events and facilitate reflection and discussion about them afterwards, hence preparing
students for the DSH exam, but doing so in a culturally enriching and highly contextualized fashion.

Class size is kept to a maximum number of 12 students. Students are assigned to each section after
thorough placement process.

Course Materials:

Our instructors work with a variety of course materials that are shared with students via a course
reader and/or via Canvas. The materials are carefully chosen to provide optimal preparation for the
DSH exam for each specific group.

Course Goals:
At the end of the course, students will be

o well-prepared for the written and oral components of the DSH exam

e knowledgeable about/conversant in key aspects of Heidelberg’s history and present

e significantly more confident speaking and writing academic German in their University of
Heidelberg classes



Grading:

e 20% In-Class Participation
o 20%  Written Assighments
o 20% Presentations

o 20% Grammar Quizzes

e 20% Vocabulary Quizzes

Important: DSH results do NOT enter into the course grade!

Typical Excursion Schedule (this is from Wintersemester 2022-2023)

Woche 1: Thema: Geschichte der Kurpfalz
13.9. Flhrung durch das Heidelberger Schloss (1,5 Stunden, mit Kristiina Isa-Kokkila)

15.9. Exkursion nach Mannheim (Mit dem Audioguide durchs Schloss (1 Stunde); danach mehrere
weitere Optionen in Mannheim, z.B. Luisenpark, Kunsthalle, Einkaufen, Erfindung des
Spagetti-Eises, etc.)

16.9. Die Verlorene Ehre der Katharina Blum (Stadttheater Heidelberg, 2 Stunden)

Woche 2: Thema: Weimarer Republik und Heidelberg im Dritten Reich
20.9. Besuch der Friedrich-Ebert-Gedenkstatte, mit Fiihrung (1 Stunde)

22.9. Wanderung zur Thingstatte (Diskussion der Thing-Bewegung) /Alternativ: Besuch der
Gedenkstatte Sinti & Roma (jeweils ca. 1 Stunde)

Woche 3: Thema: Deutsch-amerikanisches Heidelberg & Heidelberg heute

26.9. Gesprach mit dem AJY Alumn Eric Miller, der heute als Redenschreiber der
Wissenschaftsministerin von Baden-Wiirttemberg arbeitet, die jetzt Oberbirgermeisterin
von Heidelberg werden mdochte. (1 Stunde)

28.9. Besuch des Mark Twain Centers fir transatlantische Beziehungen (mit Audioguide, 1,5
Stunden)

29.9. Stadtgeografie (Exkursion mit den Geografie-Studentinnen Cara Burmedi und Julia Pinkow,
1,5 Stunden)

Woche 4: keine Exkursionen, Wiederholung und Vorbereitung auf die Einstufungspriifungen
4.10. Schriftliche DSH-Prifung
6.10. Mindliche DSH-Prifung

11.10. ISZ-Einstufungstest (online)






